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NORTH  CAROLINA  CLASSIS. 


Ministers 
G.W.Welker,D.D., 
Jere  Ingold,  D.  D., 
Thomas  Long, 
Jesse  W.  Cecil, 
John  Ingle, 
J.  C.  Clapp,  D.  D., 
John  A.  Foil, 
Peter  M.  Trexler, 
M.  L.  Hedrick, 
Paul  Barringer, 
Calvin  B.  Heller, 
Lewis  Keiter, 
J.  L.  Murphy, 
J.  C.  Lenard,* 
A.  R.  Holshouser, 
J.  M.  Lyerly,* 
Jesse  Richards, 


Charges 
Guilford 
Without  Charge 
Without  Charge 


Post  Offices. 
Lamont,  N.  C. 
Hickory,  N.  C. 
Salem,  N.  C. 


Without  Charge  Thomasville,  N.  C. 
Without  Charge  Blowing  Rock,  N.  C. 
Catawba  Newton,  N.  C. 

Prof,  in  Catawba  Col.  Newton,  N.  C. 


Concord 
Without  Charge 
West  Rowan 
East  Rowan 
Hickory 
Lincoln 

Upper  Davidson 
Lower  Davidson 
Central  Rowan 
Alamance 


Concord,  N.  C. 
Silver  Hill,  N.  C. 
China  Grove,  N.  C. 
Heilig's  Mill,  N.  C. 
Hickory,  N.  C. 
Maiden,  N.  C. 
Lexington,  N,  C. 
Lexington,  N.  C. 

Rockwell,  N.  C. 
Burlington,  N.  C. 


MISSIONS.  UNDER  CARE  OF 

Blowing  Rock,  Watauga  Co,,  N.  C.   Rev.  Lewis  Reiter. 

Mt.  Tabor,  Davidson  Co.,  N.  C.    Rev.  Thos.  Long. 

Lincolnton,  Lincoln  Co.,  N.  C.     Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy. 


Moffitt's  Grove,  Davidson  Co.,  N.  C.  Rev.  P.  M  Trexler. 
St.  Paul,  Rowan  Co.,  N.  C.  Rev.  Paul  Barringer. 

*  Supply. 


JNorth  Carolina 


This  year  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina,  of  the  Reform- 
ed Church,  in  the  United  States  held  its  fifty-ninth  annu- 
al meeting  in  the  Guilford  charge  at  the  Brick  Church. 
This  historic  church  is,  if  not  the  oldest  Reformed  Church 
in  North  Carolina,  one  of  those  first  organized  on  that 
then  new  territory.  It  may  be  found  on  an  eminence  in 
a  fine  oak  grove  on  the  banks  of  Beever  Creek  in  the 
Southeast  part  of  Guilford  county.  Here  one  hundred 
and  forty  years  ago,  on  this  then  fertile  and  virgin  soil 
settled  emigrants  from  the  Germen  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Albrights,  Clapps,  Cortners,  Ingolds,  Hoff- 
mans,  Fausts,  Greesons,  Linebergers,  Engles,  Schaffers, 
and  Mays  with  others, and  builded  homes  in  the  wilderness 
and  here  their  descedants  still  are  found  and  true  to  the 
Church  their  ancestors  planted .  The  a  ncient  church  had 
been  rejuvenated  and  made  to  look  young  and  fresh  for 
this  meeting  of  the  Classis.  Here  it  was  that  on  May 
21st.  1831,  the  Classis  was  organized  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States.  Here  the  Mins- 
ters Houck,  Fritchey,  Lerch  and  Crawford  with  the 
Elders  Hedrick,  Hoke,  Roseman  and  Clapp,  with  fitting 
ceremony  builded  for  the  glory  of  the  God  of  their  fa- 
thers. Their  work  still  lives  and  prospers  but  they  all 
have  fallen  asleep.  The  day  of  meeting  was  wet  and 
cheerless  (May  1st.)  yet  the  members  of  Classis  were 
greeted  by  a  fair  congregation.  The  sermon,in  the  absence 
of  the  President,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy 
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by  request  from  Phil.  2:6—9  inclusive.  After  the  ser- 
mon the  Classis  was  called  to  order  by  the  Stated  Clerk 
and  constituted  with  singing  and  prayer.  The  Kev.  C.  , 
B.  Heller  was  appointed  President  pro.  tern.  On  the  roll 
being  called  the  following  Ministers  were  found  to  be 
present,  viz :  Welker,  Ingold,  Trexler,  Barringer,  Heller, 
Reiter,  and  Murphy,  with  the  Elders  properly  accredited  : 
S.  T.  Wilfong  from  the  Hickory  charge,  J.  P.  Long, 
Upper  Davidson.  H.  A.  Barrier,  Concord,  H.  A.  Forney, 
Catawba,  H,  C.  Peeler,  Central  Rowan,  Jefferson  Hed- 
rick,  Lower  Davidson,  Jos.  A.  Shank,  West  Rowan, 
Howard  L.  Moose,  East  Rowan.  J.  W.  Deal,  (secundus) 
St.  Pauls  Church,  Levi  P.  Shepherd,  (secundus.)  Guilford, 
Rev.  Dr.  Clapp  and  Elder  Warlick  reached  Classis  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  first  day.  Rev.  Dr.  Ingold  was  present 
after  the  first  day.  The  Revs.  Thomas  Long,  J.  W.  Cecil, 
J.  A.  Foil,  M.  L,  Hedrick,  and  J.H.  Shuiord  were  absent 
from  the  meeting.  Long  and  Cecil  were  excused  at 
their  request. 

Rev.  A.  R.  Holshouser  of  the  Classis  of  Kansas  and 
Rev.  Jesse  Richards  of  the  Classis  of  Tiffin  being  present 
were  awarded  seats  as  advisory  members.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Cronk  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  Rev.  Alfred 
Connet  of  the  Congregational  church  being  present  were 
recognized  and  invited  to  seats. 


The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  com- 
mittees to  prepare  the  work  of  Classis  viz  :— 

1,  Religious  Services. — Revs,  Murphy,  Ingle  and 
Elder  Shank. 


OFFICERS  OF  CLASSIS. 


Rev.  C,  B.  Heller.. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Welker. 
Col.  H.  A.  Forney,. 


....President. 
Stated  Clerk. 
....Treasurer. 
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2.  Minutes  of  Classis  .— Kevs.  Welker,  Bar  ringer  and 
Elder  Peeler. 

3.  Minutes  of  Potomac  Synod— Revs.  Clapp,  Reiter 
and  Elder  Wilfong. 

4.  Overtures.— Rev.  Barringer,  Trexler  and  Elder 
Moose. 

5.  Examination  of  Candidates,— Revs.  Trexler, 
Clapp  with  Elder  Wilfong. 

6.  Finance.— Rev.  Reiter  and  Elders  Forney,  Long 
and  Hedrick. 

7.  Religion  and  Statistics.— Rev.  Trexler  with  El- 
ders Deal  and  Barrier. 

STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


The  sessions  of  Wednesday  afternoon  and  of  Thurs- 
day morning  were  largely  given  to  hearing  reports  from 
the  several  charges  as  to  their  state  and  work.  When 
these  reports  were  read  and  the  statements  of  the  dele- 
gates representing  the  charges  made,  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Religion  who  condensed 
the  substance  of  the  information  thus  gained  into  the 
following  report  which  was  adopted  by  Classis  viz  :- 
Dear  Brethren  : 

From  the  parochial  reports  submitted  to 
us  by  the  different  charges  we  see  that  the  Great  Head 
of  the  church  is  true  to  his  promise  "Lo  I  am  with 
you."  He  is  blessing  the  labors  of  his  chosen  ministers. 
The  gospel  preached  is  still  the  power  of  (iod  unto  sal- 
vation to  every  one  that  believes.  During  the  past  year 
no  one  of  our  ministers  has  been  called  away  by  death. 
The  gospel  has  been  faithfully  preached,  and  the  sacra- 
ments administered.  These  reports  make  two  impres- 
sions upon  the  reader.  One  of  these  impressions  is  that 
of  spiritual  growth;  the  other  a  want  of  spiritual 
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growth.  We  see  signs  of  growth  in  the  numbers  brought 
into  the  church,  the  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace, 
the  attention  given  to  the  preaching  of  the  word,  the 
organization  of  missions,  the  building  of  new  houses  of 
worship  and  parsonages,  and  especially  in  the  increasing 
charity  of  the  membership.  This  is  one  side.  On  the 
other  hand  we  see  signs  of  a  want  of  growth.  These  ap- 
pear in  the  worldliness  of  some  of  the  membership. 
Some  appear  to  be  serving  mammon  instead  of  God. 
Some  seem  to  be  bowing  at  the  shrine  of  worldly  fash- 
ion and  pleasure  instead  of  serving  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  others  seem  to  be  seeking  the  unsanctifying  in- 
fluence of  the  spirit  of  this  world  instead  of  the  sanctify- 
ing power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  great  Head  of  the 
church.  In  some  of  the  charges  there  is  not  that  unity 
of  action  in  supporting  and  carrying  forward  the  con- 
gregational and  benevolent  work  which  should  exist, 
and  the  charges  are  therefore  suffering  and  with  them 
the  whole  Classis:  for  if  one  member  suffers  the  whole 
body  suffers  with  it.  Some  of  our  charges  have  been  va- 
cant and  received  not  that  ministerial  care  which  they 
needed  and  must  have  in  order  to  grow  in  grace  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
All  of  these  are  forces  operating  against  and  counteract- 
ing the  forces  at  work  on  the  line  of  the  good.  Their 
existence  and  presence  tend  to  cause  discouragement; 
but  the  presence  of  the  enemy  should  stir  up  the  soldier 
of  Christ,  and  putting  on  the  whole  armor  of  God  he 
should  watch,  he  should  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  he 
should  quit  himself  like  a  man,  he  should  be  strong  in 
thi!  great  conflict  between  the  good  and  the  evil,  the  right 
and  the  wrong,  the  true  and  the  false,  feeling  assured 
that  Christ  and  his  cause  shall  triumph  in  the  end.  The 
movement  of  the  church  is  forward  although  hindered  in 
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its  progress  by  adverse  agencies.  This  Classis  seems  to 
be  moving  forward.  Let  us  thank  God  aud  take  cour- 
age. 

OF  CHARGES  AMD  CHURCHES. 


On  the  request  of  the  Pastor  of  the  Guilford  charge  to 
be  released  from  part  of  the  labor  resting  on  him  or 
that  the  relation  between  himself  and  the  charge  be  dis- 
solved, the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred 
recommended  the  action  given  balow  which  was  adopt- 
ed by  Classis,  viz  :— 

After  consulting  with  the  officers  of  the  several  con- 
gregations we  find  it  their  unanimous  desire  that  Brick 
Church  and  Mt.  Hope  shall  continue  to  constitute  the 
Guilford  charge  retaining  the  present  pastor  and  that 
St.  Mark's  and  Steiner's  churches  with  the  interest  at  Bur- 
lington be  constituted  the  Alamance  charge.  And  each 
congregation  agrees  to  pay  the  present  pastor  the  sums 
still  due  on  his  salary  for  the  last  two  years.  We  re- 
commend therefore  that  Classis  so  divide  thex-hargeand 
that  a  Reformed  church  be  organized  at  Burlington. 

The  newly  formed  Alamance  charge  was  placed  under 
the  care  of  Rev.  J.  Richards  with  a  view  to  becoming  its 
pastor  when  a  dismission  from  Tiffin  Classis  should  be 
presented  by  him,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  organ- 
ize a  Reformed  congregation  at  Burlington. 

THOMAS  VILLE. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  given  in  charge  this  in- 
terest, reported  that  they  had  organized  a  Reformed 
Church  there  and  that  preperation  was  being  made  to 
build  a  church  there. 

Classis,  in  aid  of  the  work  at  this  place,  agreed  to  ap- 
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propriate  $500.  toward  a  House  of  worship,  provided 
that  Classis  shall  only  pay  $100.  as  often  as  they  are 
certified  that  the  congregation  has  paid  $200.  to  the 
same  purpose  and  that  $100.  of  this  sum  be  apportioned 
annually  on  the  charges  of  Classis  until  paid  and  that  the 
Treasurer  of  Classis  be  authorized  to  borrow  any  sums 
needed  to  fulfill  this  pledge.  It  was  also  provided  that 
Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler  preach  at  Thomasville  one  Sabbath 
in  each  month  until  next  Classis  and  that  he  be  allowed 
to  call  for  the  aid  of  the  brethren  in  this  work.  It  was 
ordered  further  that  Mr.  P.  J.  Leonard  and  Rev.  Lewis 
Reiter  be  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  the  building 
committee  of  the  Thomasville  congregation. 

LOWER  DA  VIDSOJV  CHARGE. 

The  committee  on  this  charge  reported  that  the  Rev. 
A.  R.  Holshouser  of  Kansas  Classis  had  accepted  a 
call  to  the  pastorate  of  this  charge.  An  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  Classis  was  appointed  for  Saturday  before  the 
fifth  Lord's  day  in  June  1889  to  consider  the  dismission 
of  Rev.  A.  R.  Holshouser  and  if  the  way  be  clear  to  in- 
stall him  over  his  charge. 

CENTRAL  ROWAN  CHARGE. 


The  committee  on  this  charge  reported  that  it  was 
now  open  to  the  authority  of  Classis  and  the  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  Keformed  Trustees,  and  the  charge 
anxious  to  have  a  pastor  settled  over  them. 

It  was  put  under  the  care  of  licentiate  Lyerly  with  a 
view  to  his  becoming  the  pastor  in  the  future. 

OVERTURES, 
1.   A  request  from  the  Central  Rowan  charge  asking 
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aid  to  an  extent  not  less  than  $100.  to  supplement  the 
salary  of  supply  or  pastor.  Classis  appropriated 
f  100.  for  this  purpose  out  of  its  Missionary  fund. 

2.  The  Lower  Davidson  charge  asked  for  |200.  to- 
ward erecting  a  church  and  academy  combined  at  a 
point  six  miles  Northeast  of  Lexington.  While  Classis 
heard  of  this  effort  with  pleasure,  the  way  did  not  seem 
open  to  grant  the  request. 

3.  This  same  charge  asked  for  f  100.  to  supplement 
their  pastor's  salary.  It  was  granted  for  one  year  only 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  quarterly. 

4.  This  charge  further  petitioned  to  be  relieved  from 
the  apportionments  made  for  the  past  year.  The  re- 
quest was  granted  in  all  the  cases  but  that  for  Benefi- 
ciary Education . 

5.  The  Upper  Davidson  charge  petitioned  that  J.  C. 
Leonard  be  licensed  to  preach.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Examination. 

6.  The  petition  of  Enochville  church  (St.  Paul's)  for 
$250.  to  complete  their  church  building.  Classis  au- 
thorized this  congregation  to  apply  to  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board  of  Home  Missions  through  Rev.  Reiter  for  the 
loan  of  this  sum,  the  Classis  becoming  surety  for  the 
payment  of  the  loan. 

7.  A  Communication  from  the  Proprietor  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  House  was  read. 

8.  A  Communication  from  Rev.  M.  L.  Hedrick report- 
ing his  work.  Classis  advised  him  to  continue  his  labors 
in  the  Sunday  School  work  and  preach  as  opportunity 
offered  and  report  annually  to  this  Classis. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 
The  committee  on  Finance  reported  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  Treasurers  report — compared  it  with  the 


46066 


10 


MINUTES  OF  CLASSIS. 


vouchers  and  found  it  correct. 

Kev.  Paul  Barringer  was  allowed  } 20.  toward  his  ex- 
pense to  the  meeting  of  the  Potomac  Synod.  Voted  that 
$5.  be  paid  the  Stated  Clerk  for  preparing  the  minutes 
for  the  printer.  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  Rev.  J. 
Ingle  $5.  in  part  of  his  expenses  incured  in  coming  to 
Classis. 

The  sum  of  $25.  was  apportioned  by  Classis  to  pay  for 
the  printing  of  the  minutes. 

The  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the  salary  of  the 
Stated  Clerk,  $20.  and  a  bill  of  $3.72  for  Express  char- 
ges and  postage. 

The  sum  of  $87.20  remaining  due  to  the  Concord  mis- 
sion was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  mission  fund  of 
Classis. 

Expenses  incured  by  the  committee  in  the  matter  of  the 
Central  Rowan  charge  were  allowed  as  follows,  viz.  Rev. 
Trexler  $4.  Rev.  Reiter  $10.  and  Rev.  Murphy  $5. 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  B  Y  CLASSIS. 


The  Treasurer  reported  that  part  of  the  charges  were 
in  arrears  for  Home  Missions  to  the  sum  of  $33.90. 
That  the  Lincoln  charge,  St.  Pauls  mission,  Guilford 
charge,  Catawba  charge,  East  Rowan  charge,  Concord 
mission,  Blowing  Rock  mission  and  Hickory  charge  had 
paid  their  full  assessment. 

Classis  released  Central  Rowan  charge  from  the  last 
year's  apportionment  for  I^eneficiary  Education. 

APPORTIONMENTS  FOR  1889. 


The  committee  on  Finance  apportioned  among  the 
charges  and  churches  the  sum  of  $150.  as  follows:- 
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Charges 


Upper  Davidson,. 
Lower  Davidson,. 


Charesjs 

119.00 

$20.40 

6,85 

13.20 

15.90 

Hickory,  

,  10.00 

14.00 

Concord,  - 

2.35 

22.30 

St.  Paul,  

1.00 

17.80 

Blowing  Rock,.,  , 

1.00 

5.00 

Thomasville,  

...  1.00 

HOME  MISSIONS- 


The  committee  apportioned  f 200.  for  this  pupose  viz:- 


Charges 

Guilford,   $21.00 

Alamance,   7.35 

Upper  Davidson,....  17.15 

Lower  Davidson,....  15.00 

East  Rowan,   36.00 

West  Rowan,   19.20 

Central  Rowan,   5.90 


Charges 

Catawba,  $30.00 

Lincoln,   20.00 

Hickory,   18.00 

Concord,   8,00 

St.  Paul,   1.00 

Blowing  Rock,   1.00 

Thomasville,   1.00 


CHURCH  EXTENSION. 


For  this  purpose  $100.  wi 
ges  viz:— 

Charges 

Guilford,  $15.00 

Alamance,...   5.25 

Upper  Davidson,....  12.25 

Lower  Davidson,....  10.80 

East  Rowan,   17.15 

West  Rowan,   13  70 

Central  Rowan,   4.20 


divided  among  the  char- 


Charges 

Catawba,   $15.70 

Lincoln,   10.15 

Hickory,   8.00 

Concord,   3.00 

St.  Paul,   1.00 

Blowing  Rock,   1.00 

Thomasville,   1.00 
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BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION. 


For  this  cause  $125  was  apportioned  viz:- 

Charges 

Catawba,  $20.00 

Lincoln,  <   11.50 


Charges 

Guilford,   $15.00 

Alamance,   5.75 

Upper  Davidson,....  13.00 

Lower  Davidson, ....  8.00 

East  Kowan,   20.00 

West  Rowan,   15.00 

Central  Rowan,   4.50 


Hickory   9.00 

Concord,   2.50 

St.  Paul,   1.00 

Blowing  Rock,   1.00 

Thomasville,   1.00 


NOMINATIONS. 


The  committee  on  nomination  made  the  following 
nominations,  and  their  report  was  adopted  viz:— 

We  put  in  nomination  as  Trustees  of  Catawba  College 
to  serve  the  ensuing  three  years.  Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  L.  R. 
Whitener,Hon.  g.  M.  Finger,  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  P.  W. 
Whitener  and  Wm.  E.  Deal.  Delegates  to  Potomac  Syn- 
od at  Carlisle  Pennsylvania,  Primarii  Ministers,  G.  Wm. 
Welker,  Lewis  Reiter  and  P.  M.  Trexler,  Elder  H.  A. 
Forney,  A.  F,  Heilman,  Dr.  Geo.  K.  Foust,  and  L.  W. 
Robinson. 

Secundi  Ministers,  Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp,  C.  B.  Heller  and  J. 
L.  Murphy,  Elders  J.  P.  Rabb,  H.  C.  Peeler,  Jeremiah 
Lippard,  and  S.  T.  Wilfong.  H.  A.  Forney  was  reelected 
Treasurer  of  Classis  by  acclamation. 

EXAMINATION  AND  LICENSURE. 


The  committee  reported  favorably  on  the  application 
of  J.  C.  Leonard  and  J.  M.  L.  Lyerly  for  license  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  candi- 
dates subscribed  the  constitutional  formula.    With  the 
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request  oi  the  candidates,  Lievs.  Trexler,  Foil  and  Mur- 
phy were  sppointed  to  prescribe  a  course  of  further  study 
for  them,  and  from  time  to  time  examine  them  as  to  their 
progress,  CONSTITUTION. 

The  committee  appointed  last  year  to  report  on  the 
new  constitution  made  their  report  recommending  its 
adoption,  while  not  satisfactory  but  yet  an  improvement 
on  the  old  constitution.  The  report  was  not  adopted 
and  Classis  refused  to  adopt  the  new  constitution  sent 
down  by  the  General  Synod. 

EELIGIOUS  SEBVICES, 

The  committee  on  Beligious  Services  reported  which 
was  adopted  by  Classis  and  gave  interest  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Classis,  viz  :- 

Sermon  on  Thursday  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  Eev.  Barrin- 
ger .  Sermon  on  Friday  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  Eev.  Eeiter. 
Sermon  on  Saturday  at  11  o'clock  A.M.,  Eev.  Eichards. 
Sermon  on  Sunday  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  Eev.  Clapp. 

At  St.  Mark's  on  the  Sabbath  at  11  o'clock  A.  M., 
Eev.  Calvin  B.  Heller. 

At  Mt.  Hope  on  the  Sabbath  at  7:30  o'clock  P.  M.,  by 
Eev,  P.  M.  Trexler. 

Sunday  School  Service  on  Friday  afternoon 

1.  "The  true  Idea  of  a  Sunday  School,"  by  Eev.  Jesse 
Eichards. 

2.  "The  relation  of  parents  and  church  members  to 
the  Sunday  School,"  by  J.  C.  Leonard  and  J.  M.  L.  Lyerly. 

3.  "What  are  the  Qualifications  of  a  good  Sunday 
School  Teacher,"  by  Eev.  A.  E.  Holshouser. 

Missionary  Service  Sunday  Afternoon 
1.   "The  Need  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,"  by  Eev 
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P.  M.  Trexler. 

2.  ''The  Influence  of  the  work  of  Missions  on  the 
Church  at  Home,"  by  Rev,  Lewis  Reiter. 

CLOSING  SEE  VICES  OF  CLASSIS. 

Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ingold.  Hymn  by  Rev.  John  In- 
gle.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Lewis  Reiter. 

The  sessions  from  day  to  day  were  opened  and  closed 
with  divine  services.  The  Classis  united  with  the  congre- 
gation in  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  Sabbath.  It  was  a 
beautiful  day— the  sermons  were  most  precious  and  the 
congregation  was  simply  immense,  and  during  every  day 
of  the  session  of  Classis  the  attendance  was  remarkably 
large. 

NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Classis  chose  Maiden  in  the  Lincoln  charge  as  the 
place  of  its  annual  meeting  in  1890  on  Wednesday  be- 
fore the  first  Lord's  day  in  May  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  An 
adjourned  meeting  at  Emanuel  church  in  Davidson 
county  on  Saturday  before  the  fifth  Lord's  day  in  June 
was  ordered . 

MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Shulord  at  his  own  request  was  dismissed 
to  connect  himself  with  the  classis  of  Virginia. 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  J.  L.  Murphy  and  the  Stated  clerk 
were  appointed  to  have  the  minutes  published. 

The  committee  reported  on  the  Bartons  church  proper- 
ty when  Classis  ordered  the  committee  to  be  continued 
and  that  they  proceed  to  recover  the  property  with 
damages  for  the  timber  taken  from  the  land. 

Resolved  that  this  Classis  respectfully  ask  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  to  relieve  this  Classis  in  the  future  from 
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all  assessments  for  the  Baltimore  church  extension  and 
for  Mercersberg  College. 

The  Board  of  Systematic  Beneficence  made  a  report 
through  its  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  It  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Classis  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 


The  Trustees  of  Catawba  College  reported.  Their  report 
was  adopted  and  placed  on  file. 

The  Mission  at  Lincolnton  was  continued  in  charge  of 
Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy. 

Blowing  Rock  mission  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Lewis 
Berber,  St.  Pauls  (Enochville)  also  is  continued  in  the 
care  of  Rev.  Barringer  and  Mt.  Tabor  was  committed  to 
Licentiate  J.  C.  Leonard. 


To  secure  uniformity  in  the  report  of  the  several 
charges:  Resolved  that  until  a  bond  is  executed  or  the 
donation  paid  the  interest  shall  be  reported  as  benevo- 
lence, but  on  giving  bond  or  the  money  being  paid  the 
principal  only  shall  be  reported  as  a  benevolent  contri- 
bution. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  adopted  by  the  Classis  for  the 
generous  hospitality  bestowed  on  its  members  by  the 
people  of  the  Guilford  charge  during  their  meeting  at 
the  Brick  Church. 


Classis  adjourned  Saturday  evening;  many  of  the 
brethren  remained  over  the  Sabbath.  It  was  a  pleasant 
meetiug. 


Historical  Sketch. 


The  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carolina  is  coeval  with 
the  pioneer  white  settlements  in  the  Western  part  of  the 
State.  It  came  with  the  tide  of  immigration  that  pour- 
ed into  this  section  of  excellent  lands  and  salubrious 
climate  through  the  valley  of  Virginia,  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  somewhat  from  Virginia,  about  the  middle  of 
last  century.  Moravians,  Presbyterians,  Friends,  Lu- 
therans, Baptists,  and  Reformed,  organized  simultane- 
ous societies  in  most  of  the  Western  counties  east  of  the 
mountains,  about  1760.  The  Reformed  people  were 
mainly  Germans,  driven  from  the  Palatinate  by  cruel 
religious  persecution.  The  exiles  began  to  flock  to  Amer- 
ica, as  an  asylum  of  religious  freedom,  as  early  as  1684, 
and  continued  at  intervals,  into  the  next  century.  They 
formed  colonies  "on  the  banks  of  the  Deleware,  the  Le- 
high, Susquehanna,  in  New  York,  Maryland,  Vinginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina.''  The  chief  settle- 
ments were  in  Pennsylvania.  "Their  first  settled  minis- 
ter was  Philip  Boehm,  who  came  from  the  Palatinate 
about  1720.  About  1730  another  pioneer  minister, 
"Rev.  Michael  Weiss  reported  to  the  Synod  of  Holland 
that  there  were  in  America  many  of  the  oppressed  inhab- 
itants of  Germany,  and  particularly  out  of  the  Pala- 
tinate, and  the  districts  of  Nassau,  Waldeck,  Witgen- 
stein,  and  Wetterau,  holding  to  the  Reformed  confes- 
sion. There  were  also  German  Memonites  and  Luth- 
erans, but  the  Reformed  constituted  more  than  half  the 
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number."  In  1747  Michael  Schlatter,  "the  missionary 
father  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country,"  came 
to  Philadelphia.  The  first  Synod  was  organized  in 
1747  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Then 
there  were  5  ordained  ministers  and  46  organized 
churches.  In  1793  there  were  22  ministers  and  150 
churches.  Th  e  Synod  of  Ohio  was  organized  subsequent- 
ly. The  General  Synod  was  formed  in  1863.  Now  there 
are  7  Synods,  54  Classes,  825  ministers,  183,880  mem- 
bers, with  6  colleges,  3  Theological  Seminaries,  and  a 
number  of  Institutes;  missions  in  Japan,  India,  and 
among  the  American  Indians;  16  English  periodicals, 
and  6  German. 

The  progress  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country 
has  been  equal  of  late  to  that  of  any  other  evangelical 
denomination,  and  its  prospects  are  fair  for  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  ularge  family  of  Reformed  Churches  in  the 
world  which  constitute  the  greater  part  of  Evangelical 
Protestantism."  This  family,  distinguished  by  the  name 
Reformed  from  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  established, 
in  Switzerland,  Holland,  Germany,  and  elsewhere,  with 
a  number  of  confessions  agreeing  in  the  essential  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  but  differing  in  minor  points  of 
doctrine,  cutlus,  and  life.  The  Reformed  Church  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  family  differs  from  the  Lutheran, 
especially  in  its  doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  from  which 
spring  many  other  differences.  "It  holds  the  Calvinistic 
doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  teaches  the  spir- 
itual real  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  in 
the  holy  Eucharist,  and  that  grace  of  the  sacrament 
is  received  only  by  believers,  through  the  organ  of  faith, 
in  distinction  from  the  doctrine  of  Luther,  which  teach- 
es that  the  bod3^  and  blood  of  Christ  are  present  in, 
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avtth  and  under  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  and 
are  received  by  the  mouth,  and  by  all  who  receive  the 
outward  elements,  whether  believers  or  unbelievers." 

From  the  Reformed  Church  of  England  it  differs  in 
form  of  government,  a  more  simple  ritual  in  public 
worship,  and  in  the  orders  of  the  ministry. 

It  is  not  so  strictly  Calvinistic  as  the  Dutch  Reformed 
and  Presbyterian  Churches,  holding  more  moderate 
views  on  predestination,  and  never  teaching  the  decree 
of  reprobation,  but  leaving  the  mystery  of  this  perplex- 
ing doctrine  unexplained. 

The  Heidelberg  Catechism,  its  only  confessional 
standard  of  doctrine,  emphasises  the  free  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  potent  agency  in  salvation,  apart  from 
any  merit  or  ability  in  man  himself.  The  Apostles' 
Creed  is  central  in  its  system  of  doctrine,  and  the  person 
of  Christ  is  magnified  as  the  source  of  redemption. 

Whilst  the  Reformed  Church  has  always  repudiated 
any  human  name  in  conjunction  with  the  sacred  body 
of  Christ,  she  holds  in  lasting  esteem  the  name  of  Ulrich 
Zwingli,  the  bold,  intrepid  and  learned  Reformer  who 
preached  the  startling  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  and 
began  his  work  in  Switzerland  in  1516,  just  one  year  be- 
fore Luther  began  his  in  Germ  any  in  1517,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  latter  for  a  considerable  time,  and  who 
obtained  the  martyr's  crown  on  the  fatal  field  of  Cap- 
pel;  of  John  Calvin,  the  most  learned  theologion  of  the 
Reformation  period  and  the  mighty  foundation  of  Prot- 
estant doctrines;  and  of  Ursinus  and  Olevianus,  the  au- 
thors of  the  Catechism,  now  so  dear  to  many  christians 
in  other  communions ;  whilst  Melanchthon,  Luther,  and 
others  are  highly  honored  and  deeply  loved  for  the  no- 
ble part  they  took  in  the  blessed  work  of  the  Reforma- 
tion.  This  church  has  ever  been  most  irenical  in  spirit, 
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and  now  hails  with  great  joy  the  growing  spirit  of  fel- 
lowship and  co-operation  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  Protestantism. 

The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  was  organized  nearly 
€0  years  ago.  The  fathers  whose  faith  moved  them  to 
this  service  for  the  dear  Master,  have  all  rested  from 
their  labors.  Houck,  Boger,  Fritchey,  Crawford,  Lerch, 
Loretz,  lioody,  Reiley,  Suther  and  others,  with  their 
predecessors,  whose  ministries  antedate  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Classis  over  60  years,  and  all  of  their  imme- 
diate successors  (save  two,  Welker  and  Ingold)  Crooks, 
Lantz,  Butler,  Sorber,  and  Fetzer,  are  heard  no  more, 
tat  voices  from  their  silent  tombs,  and  from  the  ancient 
■churches  in  which  they  preached,  urge  those  who  follow 
them  to  go  forward. 
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